
  

The Competiton Rules
Our mission was to create a full set of 
3D nail art using either gel or acrylic. 
The theme could be anything we 
wanted but it had to be 
understandable to the judges.

It was also our job to do the models 
make up, hair and dress as well as 
making sure the nails were perfect. 

We had 3 hours to do 5 nails. The 
other hand could be done the night 
before. 



  

The Months Before
I started playing with different ideas about 4 
months before the actual day. Practising as 
much as posible and making sure each 
design would fit into the 3 hours time span 
we had been given

I started thinking about the dress for my 
model, taking measurements, making sure 
I had all the props and accesories I needed. 

Due to the fact that I would have to travel a 
few hours to attend the competiton, I also 
made a check list. The last thing I needed 
was to forget something and have to drive 
around a huge city searching for a 
replacement. 



  

6 days before...
...I started with the hair trials, as I 
wanted to create the hair from scratch 
using long hair extentions instead of 
buying a wig. Now I just had to figure 
out how to attach it all together!

I also had to time exactly how long this 
would take as the compettion started at 
9.30 in the morning, so we needed to 
make sure we had enough time to do 
everything a get to the competiton 
arena on time. 

Finally after 4 or 5 attemps and alot of 
stress, I manged to get the hair in a 
finshed in just under and hour, But it 
would take at leasst two of us to do so.. 
something I had not expected!



  

5 days before..
...it was time to get the dress on and 
finished. I had borrowed the skirt from 
a friend but still had to make it more 
gothic as it was originally from a 
spanish flamenco style dress and my 
theme was an 18th century masquerade 
ball. So me and my team of helpers 
(mum on the sowing machine, 9 year 
old niece on camara and sister as 
model!) got to work. 

We sowed a black corset to the skirt 
and edged it with feathers. Due to the 
feathers edges being sharp we then 
had to re edge them with black lace so 
that hannah, my model would be 
comfortable. I then added a large belt 
to the corset to finish off the full design.



  

4 days before...
...we started with the makeup trials. I 
had already done a few trials on myself 
but now I had to adapt the makeup 
ideas to my models face. 

I used teatre and tv makeup to create 
my desired look as it last better than 
normal makeup and is available in 
more colours. I wanted her to look very 
pale and some what ghost like with 
very contrasing dark eyes so that they 
would look deep once we added the 
mask.

For the lips I used a deep red and 
created small closed lips. Plus the 
obvious beauty spot.



  

3 days before...
...was time to airbrush and decorate 
the masquerade mask, Once again I 
had decided to make the mask myself 
so it fitted perfectly with my theme.

I bought the base from a fancy dress 
shop and then airbrushed the whole 
mask with white and red paints. Then 
using gold and red glitter and glitter 
mixer I painted on a small design and 
added some details. 

Finally to finish off, I added feathers to 
the side and eyebrow areas of the 
mask to make it more over the top. I 
also made a false eyelash with the left 
over feathers. 



  

2 days before...
...I needed to manicure and pre prep 
my models nails to give myself more 
time on the day. 

The competiton organisers had warned 
 us all that points would be deducated 
from our work if our models hands had 
cuts or damage caused by files. This 
wasnt helped by the fact that my model 
was a nail biter and didnt have the best 
nails to work on. So i got to work on 
giving hannahs nails so well needed 
TLC.



  

The day (and night) before
Having finally pulled together the 
different aspects of the competiton we 
decided to do one final full trial before 
starting on the first hand for the 
competition. 

We also needed to prepare the tips and 
base on the second hand, as the 
judges had requested, so it was fully 
prepared for the next morning, as well 
as timing every section so we could 
make sure we didnt go over time on the 
actual day.

First things first, I needed to prep and 
apply the tips and then shape the tips 
with an electric file. 



  

...I then proceded to cover the nails in 
red glitter acrylic and apply small green 
acrylic leaves and gold storks. 

Finally I created individual petals on a 
sculptured form and started making 
roses and 3d storks to later attach to 
the nails with clear acrylic. 

We finally finished everything at 
4am! So it was off to bed for a 
7am start!



  

The big day
We had to register in at 9.30 and start 
the competition at 10.00.

By then all the models were prepared 
and had one full hand completed. My 
job now was to get past my nerves and 
get my head down to work. My model 
sat for 3 hours as I worked away, timing 
me on every section to make sure I 
didnt go over and giving me advice on 
any faults she noticed. 

.

As well as poseing for photos from 
the many visitors watching from 
behind.  



  

The final result



  

The Judges
● After finishing the competiton, all the 

models went into a separate area so 
our work could be judged, Then we had 
time for some photos with the public 
that had come to watch the competiton 
taking place before getting the results 
back 



  

Award Time
After a long day its time to get our 
certificates and prizes. And hear what 
the judges have to say.  

1st prize was taken by Snow White

And I was 
happy that all 
the hard work 
had finally 
paid off!
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